Atopic dermatitis: the role of Langerhans cells in disease pathogenesis.
The manifestation of atopic dermatitis (AD) results from a complex interaction of environmental factors, skin barrier defects and immunological phenomena. The initial events in AD remain unclear while much progress has been made in identifying the mechanisms leading to the manifestation and maintenance of allergic inflammation. AD pathogenesis can be approached from many different points of view. In this review, we describe findings in mouse models and in humans separately. We focus on recent findings that underscore the importance of Langerhans cells in initial mechanisms of skin inflammation in AD.